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LESSON LEARNT FROM     

ESSCOM AIRSPACE PLANNING

10TENSION CRISIS CONFLICTPEACETIME
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It was established by a declaration by Malaysian Prime Minister on 7 March 2013. 

Its purpose is to strengthen maritime security in the eastern part of Sabah 
following the 2013 invasion crisis and prevent terrorist activities in the waters of 
Sabah, while at the same time ensuring that trade and business activity are not 
affected.

ESSCOM is the authoritative body that oversees Eastern Sabah Security Zone
(ESSZONE), which comprises the districts of Kudat, Kota Marudu, Pitas, Beluran, 
Sandakan, Kinabatangan, Lahad Datu, Kunak, Semporna and Tawau

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_Lahad_Datu_standoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Sabah_Security_Zone
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ESSCOM AIRSPACE



1. Preservation of Public Security (Sabah) Ordinance, 1962

2. Preservation of Public Security Regulations 2013.

3. Malaysia Civil Aviation Regulations 1996.
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LEGAL CONSIDERATION



1. Peacetime. lf no operational requirement from ESSCOM – AOC, airspace will be 
controlled by KK ACC (DCA Malaysia). 

2. Tension.  Controlling Authority handed over to ESSCOM – AOC however Air Space 
Management still under KK ACC.

3. Crisis. Controlling Authority handed over to ESSCOM – AOC while Air Space 
Management still under KK ACC.   Positioning of RMAF Air Traffic Controllers to 
airports affected in ESSZONE  will be done in stages before situation deteriorate.

4. Conflict. Controlling Authority and Air Space Management will be handled by 
ESSCOM – AOC and RMAF Air Traffic Controllers will support the airspace 
management in all airports within ESSZONE. 

14TENSION CRISIS CONFLICTPEACETIME

4 PHASES PROPOSED
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Civil Military Cooperation Project

• Malaysian Airspace Restructure

• FPDA Air Exercise Airspace Restructure

• New KL ACC / JATCC Complex Project

• Joint Air Intercept Procedures

• ESSCOM Airspace Planning

• Certification of Joint User Airport

• Air Force Air Traffic Controllers Licensing

• Zone SMS Meeting 

• Airspace risk assessment?

• etc ……..



Civil Military Cooperation Project

or monthly golf game 

….?



Airspace Risk Assessment

• World armed conflict

• International Relation / Strategic or/and Defence Studies

• Military – Intelligence branch

• Staff College / Defence College / War College

• Open sources

• Janes Books on Military Arsenal

• CIA World Fact Book

• Wikipedia

• Newspaper reports / journals

• Get reports from your consultant or talk to your military friends … …
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Airspace Risk Assessment

Look for:



Civil Military Cooperation

Thank you ….


